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The summer months on our campus offer a fitting occasion in which to revitalize and 
refresh our charming little schoolhouse. Most of these projects occur behind the scenes 
and with little fanfare. To this point, I would like to thank our physical plant tandem of 
Ed Weirick and Phil Schrider, along with Jeannie Mowbray and her dedicated custodial 
crew, for all that the care they offer in support of Penguin Nation.  
 
In addition to the regular maintenance and cleaning that occurs each summer, year after 
year faithful volunteers continue to step forward to help renovate and revive our 66 year 
old school building. With this thought in mind, I want to thank Carl Dragwa for the 
thoughtful attention and maintenance he continues to offer in support of our campus 
technology. As well, I also want to extend my gratitude to Jason Ruark (and family) for 
the expert painting which brought new life to many of the interior walls of our building.  
In addition, I am grateful to Will Braxton and the Lowes Corporation for their continued 
generosity in donating pallets of mulch for our playground area and am thankful to 
Andy McBride and A & J Powerwashing for the spectacular shine they brought to our 
playground equipment. And what would a playground makeover be without able bodies 
to lay the mulch? On a similar note, on the final night of this summer’s SFdS Basketball 
Skills Clinic, the members of our boys basketball program and their families worked 
diligently to lay multiple pallets of mulch across this play area. On an accompanying 
note, I would like to thank Greg Palmer and Kyle Clark for leading this year’s clinic. And 
as well, I am grateful to Kurt Wehberg for his behind the scenes support of this 
endeavor. Team sports and on-campus service – just another example of the educational 
partnership that makes St. Francis such a unique community! 
 
As I continue to reflect on the unique blessing of SFdS, our tradition of excellence is 
reaffirmed in this year’s Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools re-
accreditation approval report. So as you read the following list of commendations that 
was authored by a team of visiting educators, I hope you take pride in our school and the 
excellent education that we continue to provide to our families. Enjoy! 
 

 During interviews with teachers it was determined that they are involved in 
curriculum meetings during which the curriculum areas are examined in order 
to insure that the standards of the curriculum are being met. 

 During interviews with parents, it was determined that the school offers a 
rigorous curriculum that fully prepares students for future educational 
endeavors such as high school and college. 

 Students interviewed stated that the curriculum is challenging, but faculty and 
staff work very closely with students in order to bring all students to a level of 
success.  The students mentioned this multiple times during the interview 
session. 
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St. Francis de Sales is a school of distinction grounded by a Foundation in Faith and 
Excellence in Education. Enrollment in our school is an investment in the lives of 
the next generation of Catholic Leaders.  


